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﻿  

This resource is suitable for:

• Adults and children who want to talk together about what it means to follow Jesus in everyday life.

• Individual households who want to take time together to read the Bible and pray.

• Intergenerational small groups e.g. an extra to a Messy Church gathering.

• Café church or house church settings.

An intergenerational discipleship resource  
exploring how to follow Jesus in everyday life 
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How does the material work?
The language is deliberately uncomplicated and tries to 
avoid too much religious jargon, so it is appropriate for all 
ages and those at the start of journeying towards Jesus.

Each session has a Bible story with useful ‘First Thoughts’, 
which will prompt young and old to understand its 
context and purpose. There’s a suggestion around how to 
introduce the theme as you ‘play with the story’, together 
with a choice of questions to help all-ages ‘talk about 
the story’ together. If you want to ‘dig deeper’ there are 
links to video clips that tell the Bible story through an 
animation, or stories that illustrate the theme, followed 
by a ‘way to pray’ together. Finally, each session ends 
with a summary of the key learning points, a ‘next steps’ 
challenge and a handy take-away sheet for doodling on. 
Remember, you don’t have to complete every section, 
just pick and choose what suits your group.

A suggested format

•	 Start with a meal together, as this will encourage 
fellowship, fun conversation and inclusion.

•	 Introduce an activity from the ‘Play with the story’ 
section to kick things off. This will need to be 
prepared beforehand by whoever takes the lead on 
that session. Remember that children and young 
people can lead the session, with support.

•	 Make copies, use Bibles or find an online Bible to read 
the story for the session, inviting everyone to take 
part. 

•	 We recommend that at least one member of the group 
reads through the section entitled ‘First thoughts 
on the story’ beforehand, to be able to answer any 
questions about the story’s context and purpose.

•	 Ask someone else to take on the role of questioner, 
selecting questions from the ‘Talk about the story’ 
section to prompt discussion together.

•	 Check out the accompanying optional video 
suggestions in the ‘Dig deeper’ section if you have 
time.

•	 Look at the different options to ‘Pray with the story’ 
together.

•	 Ask everyone to come up with a one-sentence or 
even a one-word summary of the session that best 
captures what they have learnt. You might like to 
compare these with what is written in the ‘Summing 
it all up’ section of the material.

•	 Use the ‘Take away’ handout throughout the session 
to capture ideas, especially as you think about the 
‘Next steps’ section. Remember next time you meet 
to find out if anyone completed this.

If you’ve enjoyed this session on Generosity, check out 
the full resource: Growing Christians Values, available as 
a digital eBook only, with twelve session on the topics 
of: hope, compassion, peace, generosity, perseverance, 
love, integrity, courage, community, purpose, justice and 
patience.

brfonline.org.uk/growing-christian-values

https://www.brfonline.org.uk/products/growing-christian-values-an-all-age-resource-exploring-how-to-follow-jesus-in-everyday-life
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Generosity

Mark 12:41–44

Jesus was sitting in the temple near the offering box 
and watching people put in their gifts. He noticed that 
many rich people were giving a lot of money. Finally, 
a poor widow came up and put in two coins worth 
only a few pennies. Jesus told his disciples to gather 
around him. Then he said:

I tell you that this poor widow has put in more 
than all the others. Everyone else gave what they 
didn’t need. But she is very poor and gave every-
thing she had. Now she doesn’t have a cent to live 
on.

First thoughts on the story
Has anyone ever been generous to you? It’s a lovely thing, 
isn’t it. Being generous means being willing to give more 
than might be expected, with no expectation of a reward. 

In our story, Jesus notices a widow putting her last two 
tiny pennies into the offering box at the temple. He points 
this out to the disciples: ‘Look’, he says, ‘she is the most 
generous of all, because she gave everything she had!’ 
This is an example of extreme generosity and one that 
has inspired Christians for 2,000 years.

For Christians, generosity begins with God. Many people 
look at the world around them – the beauty of creation, 
the provision of water, food, sunlight and each other – 
and see in it God’s hand. They see how wonderfully it is 
designed to provide all that people need to live peace-
fully and well (for example, the charity Action on Hunger 
reports that, although 733 million people go hungry, 
worldwide we produce enough food for everyone). We 
see God’s generosity too in the gift of Jesus at Christmas  
and in his death and resurrection at Easter, a costly gift 
but one that changes everything for us:

God loved the people of this world so much that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who has faith 
in him will have eternal life and never really die.
JOHN 3:16

Most of us are wonderfully blessed by God, with security, 
enough money to live, good food, homes and posses-
sions. Christians believe these are gifts from God to us.

What does being generous mean as a Christian? It means 
making a conscious decision to do something with those 
gifts we have from God to improve someone else’s life. 
It means knowing that being generous can be costly, but 
nevertheless being willing, when God asks, to give what 
we have. And it means knowing that when God asks us to 
be generous, we can trust God to provide for us.

Generosity is a huge part of how God wants us to join 
with the Holy Spirit in making the world more like it was 
intended to be. When we are generous with our time, 
possessions, money and skills, we create a more equal 
and happier society. The early church practised generos-
ity with transformative results:

The group of followers all felt the same way about 
everything. None of them claimed that their pos-
sessions were their own, and they shared every-
thing they had with each other. In a powerful way 
the apostles told everyone that the Lord Jesus was 
now alive. God greatly blessed his followers, and no 
one went in need of anything.
ACTS 4:32–34

We are to live with open hands, alert to God’s promptings 
to share whatever we have to bless others: alleviating 
loneliness; sharing our possessions with those who don’t 
have enough; using our skills to help others; being ready 
to use our money wisely and generously. When we do 
this, we are making God’s love and generosity a reality.

Play with the story

• The Bible tells us that the widow gave just two tiny
coins. These were called ‘leprons’ and were worth
1/128th of a denarius. In Matthew 20, we learn that
a denarius was the amount a worker was paid for a
day’s work. Can you work out how much two leprons 
would be worth in today’s money if a worker receives 
the national minimum wage per hour? (We’ll give you 
a clue at the end of the session.)

• Go into your local area on a generosity scavenger
hunt. How many ways can you spot someone being
generous – not just with their money but with their
time, skills and heart. For example, someone holding 
a door open for someone else, taking time to chat. Is
it obvious what a difference it makes?
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•	 Try this experiment to think about the effect of 
generosity on others. You will need a wide glass, an 
egg, salt and warm water. Half fill the glass with warm 
water. Take the egg and explain it is a person who 
needs some generosity: they might be unable to pay 
their rent; they might be lonely; their car might have 
broken down and they need to get to work. Gently 
place the egg in the warm water and choose a way 
someone could be generous to that person. Then 
take the egg out and stir in a tablespoon of salt. Put 
the egg back in. Did anything happen? Repeat with 
another idea. Eventually you’ll see a difference. How 
might this show the difference generosity makes?

Talk about the story
1	 Have you ever been generous? How did being 

generous affect you?

2	 Why do you think the widow chose to give her last 
pennies to the temple? Do you think she worried 
about not having enough money later? Why/why not?

3	 How is God generous?

4	 Have you ever seen small acts of generosity have a big 
impact?

5	 How has God grown generosity in you already? Is God 
prompting you to be generous in any new ways?

Here’s a question to spark a conversation in your family 
or with friends: if you had £50,000 to do anything with it 
for someone else, what would you do? Why?

Dig deeper

•	 This virtual Sunday school session tells the story and 
has instructions for how to make your own piggy 
bank box. The story starts at 2:00 minutes into the 
video – youtu.be/qKLDZLLuiEQ.

•	 Watch this video about Icolyn Smith, whose 
generosity in time, money and love transformed 
homeless people’s lives for over 30 years – bbc.co.uk/
programmes/p085skph.

•	 The story of Zacchaeus’ generosity is well known, 
and you can read it in Luke 19:1–10. We don’t often 
think about Jesus’ generosity in this story. Read it 
again, asking how was Jesus generous? Why was his 
generosity important?

•	 Jesus was born into a peasant family. After his birth, 
his family ended up as refugees in Egypt. What items 

would you put in a welcome pack for a refugee 
family with a new baby? You might like to assemble 
a ‘welcome kit’ that can be donated to a homeless 
shelter.

•	 Ask a Christian: why are you generous?

Pray with the story
Generosity is a powerful way we can make the world 
more like God intended it to be. Try this way of praying for 
five days and see what happens when you are generous!

Draw around your hand. On each of the fingers and on 
the thumb write one of the following labels:
•	 Time
•	 Money
•	 Possessions
•	 Skills
•	 Voice

Every day, pick one finger or the thumb. Chat to God 
about what is written on it. Ask: ‘God, how can I be gen-
erous with my _________ today?’ Don’t forget to leave 
space and quiet to see if you can catch back what God 
says: maybe a word or picture in your mind, an idea or 
a feeling. Then go out and look for opportunities to be 
generous like that. At the end of the five days, why not 
chat together about what happened.

Summing it all up

•	 God has always been generous to us and continues 
to be generous.

•	 God designed the world to be a good place for 
everyone.

•	 God has given us good gifts and asks us to share them.

•	 We can join in with making the world more like God 
designed it be when we are generous.

Next steps
God often asks us to look out for our neighbours – those 
we bump into regularly, in person or online. Chat to God 
about your neighbours. Who might need some generos-
ity? Put into practice what God suggests.

Clue for maths problem: if you multiply the national 
minimum wage by 7.5 (usual daily work hours), you will 
know the daily rate a worker would get today – the equiv-
alent of one denarius.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKLDZLLuiEQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p085skph
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p085skph
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