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Speaker 1 00:02

Ruth, hello and welcome to the latest episode of active generosity, a podcast with stewardship. We
help Christian donors, workers, charities and churches to steward their resources generously for God's
kingdom. I'm your host, Ruth Jackson, and together, we'll be discovering this world of faithful Christian
stewardship. Each month, | chat to a stewardship donor, partner or colleague about their journey of
generosity, exploring why and how they give the joys and challenges they've experienced along the
way, and what a difference generosity makes to their lives today, I'm delighted to be joined by Steve
Campbell, senior pastor for the ¢3 church. Steve has been leading c3 with his wife Angie, since they
first moved to Cambridge 30 years ago today, c3 is an influential, pioneering Church known for its
worship, community, impact, teaching and generosity. For the last three years, Steve and Angie have
also been national directors for the Global Leadership Network in the UK, which is on a mission to
inspire and equip world class leadership at ignites transformation. Steve, a very warm welcome onto
the show today. I'm really excited to have you with us. Thank you. And as a see through church
member who's heard you teach so powerfully on generosity, I'm really excited to unpack your passion
and vision for encouraging generosity in the church to be here started. Yeah, yeah.

01:38
Whenever | hear

Speaker 2 01:39
someone say, you know, I've been in Cambridge 30 years. | think they must be talking about somebody

else. It's definitely me. Yeah,

Speaker 1 01:47
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| was trying to think, which way round did it sound best saying the date or the number of years? But |
think it just speaks to your your wisdom. I'm

Speaker 2 01:55
just going about wisdom. It's just, I've just kept going. Everyone else has fallen away, and I've gone on.
You're

Speaker 1 02:01

still here, still shining bright, yeah, which is wonderful. Now, when we were swapping emails earlier in
the week, making final preparations for our chat today, you happen to mention that you were due to
black Scotland, where you were going to be speaking on generosity with 14 of the largest churches in
Scotland, which sounds like a pretty huge opportunity. I'd love to hear a bit more about that and what
the key takeaways have been. Yeah,

Speaker 2 02:28

no, it was a great time. It was with the McClellan trust, who were putting on a learning community up
there. And we love learning communities. We've been on them before, and this was just an opportunity
to be involved in an interview panel with a guy called Chris Willard. 12 or 13 years ago, we did a
learning community with Chris Willard, and he's written a book on generosity. He kind of specializes in
that. And they said, would we come and talk particularly from a UK perspective, Chris is an American.
They had a number of people there from the States, but they wanted someone with a UK perspective to
come and share their story. And we've been on the generosity journey for a long time now, 1213, years
at least. And so they asked us some questions. | also thought, when I'm going to Scotland, maybe able
to meet with my friend who's up then do some fly fishing, but sadly, we're only there for 24 hours, and |
did drop in the mail in case it was, it was possible, but it wasn't. We were We were busy the whole time.
And the takeaways, | was very, very impressed with the church leaders. | think generosity is coming
more clearly on the radar for a lot of church leaders. They realize it shouldn't be an optional extra in all
that they're doing. And so | was very impressed with the way the church leaders lent in to want to talk
about it and talk about it in a UK scene as well. | think sometimes we've used the excuse that it works
over there, whatever over there is, usually it's over there being America. Oh, it's different over there,
and it is different, but we can't use that as an excuse not to address what | think are biblical issues. And
| was so impressed with the leaders, as you say, from some of the largest churches in Scotland who
were really leaning in. How do we grapple with this? I'll probably say something more later about the
the essence of discipleship and generosity. But they were really wanting to know, how can we equip
our people to be fully devoted to followers of Jesus in this regard, which is a God like characteristic of
generosity. So, so we loved it. It was really good. It was at a church called p's and G's, which is a well
known Edinburgh City Center Church, and they're doing a great job. Really impressed. Mm,

Speaker 1 04:45
sounds really exciting, and sorry you didn't get to do some fishing. I'm glad we got that reference in nice

conversation. That's one of your passions. |

Speaker 2 04:54
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do love fly fishing, and | have a pastor friend up there. He does fly fishing as well. And | thought, oh.
We'll get together, but we literally were 24 hours, and so unless we went fishing in the dark, which isn't
advisable for fly

Speaker 1 05:07

fishing, a flying visit, excuse the pub, but maybe next time, maybe next time. And yeah, right, good that
you were more focused on the important business of growing generosity in the church. And this is
clearly a big passion for you, and I'd love to understand why. Why are you so passionate about
teaching generosity in the church? You've already referenced the important link between generosity
and discipleship, but when we think about discipleship, there's a vast range of topics to teach on, sure.
So what is it about generosity that you think is so integral to our faith journey?

Speaker 2 05:45

Yeah, | think for me, it was a revelation a number of years ago, the generosity, like | just said earlier, it
can't be an afterthought. It says at the very heart of God, God so loved the world that He gave His only
Son the most generous act for humanity ever, the giving of Jesus. And | kind of left talking on
generosity to other people. | remember a guy coming into the church and he said, Oh, | can talk
particularly in relation to money, though | think generosity is broader than money. But he came in, he
said, Oh, | can talk to your church about things concerning money that you can't. Can't I, you know. And
| remember saying yes, yes, yes. But inside something said, no, no, no, if | can't, as the shepherd of my
church, and | know I'm an under shepherd to Jesus, if | can't talk about the importance of generosity in
relation to how we use our money. When you see how much Jesus spoke about it, when you see how
much is mentioned in the New Testament, how many verses there are throughout the Bible, which is
huge. | thought, | can't | can't farm this house. My main task | take on board as a church leader, is to
disciple people, is to make them into fully devoted followers of Jesus, which is | take is very serious,
and | realized | can't do that without talking about money and generosity. It's absolutely core. | mean,
it's not the only thing. Course, I've got to talk about prayer and fellowship and worship and scriptures all
those other areas. But I'd I'd realized I'd farmed it out to others, and | was shocked one day as well,
when someone came to me and said something about money and what they'd given to and | said,
Where did you get that from? And | remember them saying when | was watching a TV program, and |
realized that if | don't disciple them with my voice, | know it's speaking of Jesus, but | think it applies to
us as well. My sheep hear my voice. | have a responsibility as an under shepherd to Jesus, for them to
hear my voice and to hear the voice of Jesus in me, they are listening to someone's voices on this and
someone's voice will be shaping them. | really wanted to be mine, and so | had to get very bold. But for
me it was, it was almost with the fear of God, if | don't do this, I'm not fulfilling what I'm meant to do as a
church leader. So to me, it's a core issue. It's not peripheral. We can't make disciples without talking
about generosity, and particularly in relation to money,

Speaker 1 08:32

core heart issue. Yeah, absolutely. So with that in mind, you've talked a bit about your ministry, but I'd
love to understand a little bit about your own journey of generosity. For you personally, where does it
begin? Do you have any standout experiences of generosity, perhaps, maybe from as far back as your
childhood that had a big impact on you?
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Speaker 2 08:55

| have to say, | think all of us are affected, and I'm going to particularly focus in our conversation. But |
really want to emphasize it's not all about money. With generosity. You can be generaosity with your
treasure, your time and your talents. That's the way we kind of talk about it. But | think everyone has
some kind of influence, from the parents, from those that around them close. My dad had some serious
mental health issues as | was growing up, and a lot of it related to this fear of not having enough. My
mom was the total opposite, because she used to have this little phrase, Ronnie. That was my dad's
name, obviously, Ronnie. It's only money. We can always get more money. Now, my mom's answer to
getting more money, she was very entrepreneurial. She would work hard. She'd have extra jobs. She
was very creative. People would bring all kinds of tasks to her, and she would always find a way of
getting more money, and we always had enough. But my dad was the opposite. But | observed even
with my dad, so they were believers. We were grouping kind. Of a Brethren assembly, very similar to
that. Anyway, in strict terms, it wasn't brethren. It was part of Liverpool City Mission. But all of my youth
was in brethren youth groups, brethren campaigns, all sorts of things. The main difference, we had, to
be honest, was we had a pastor, which most of the brethren churches didn't. So what | did note with my
dad and my mom every single week, this is generosity my dad. | remember him getting paid in cash. So
he come home, he wait for Unilever. He got it in a brown envelope, and on the kitchen table, they put
first their tithe 10% and then they divided out who they wanted to give to. And | remember the leprosy
missions, sasra, all these different organizations, and they would, literally, | think my mom did it every
month, send off money to all these organizations. And | remember thinking, well, we're worrying about
money, but we're giving it away, you know. So it wasn't even done with a great sense of faith. | think it
probably was with my mom. It was but, but they were dutiful in giving it. And then we went, every year,
we went to the kes convention, and we would meet some of these organizations down the street. They
had all these stalls. And | remember my mom and dad going up to these people. Oh, thank you. We
support this was the days where there wasn't as much communication that we get. Now, we gave to
this. We became friends, | remember with one of the sasra leaders, and he came visiting our home and
kept regular and he was an influence on me, but | realized | was benefiting from the generosity of my
parents, because | got some of the the benefits of that. You know, the Scripture says the world of the
generous gets larger and larger. That was my experience when | met these people who we'd
supported. My mom and dad had their generous acts came back by sowing into me. So | think it's really
back to my childhood. I think when [ first started ministry as a church leader, | was given the task of
taking a South African around. His name was Peter vineke. So Peter, you're listening to this, you
changed my life. He asked to go shopping in Manchester because we lived in Liverpool, the world in
those days, and they wanted to buy leather goods to take back to South Africa. And | was just starting
very early on leading a church in bernhead, and when we were going round, he said to me, which one
of these leather jackets do you like? And | said, Oh, that one. He said, try it on. And | did. And then he
said, Do you want it? | said, Yeah, but | haven't got the money. | put it back. He said I'd like to buy it for
you. And he bought me my first ever leather jacket. And | loved and always have since then, loved
leather jackets. | love them as a teenager watching the fonts on TV, but we could never afford one. And
then this guy, he didn't know that, he just bought me one. So that was the one of the early days | was in
my early 20s then, where | personally received from someone's generous act.

Speaker 1 13:06
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We've shared some really wonderfully visual examples there. And actually, starting with the jacket, of
course, recently in church, we've had a series, haven't we, on the treasure principles, really kind of
getting to the heart of generosity. And as you say, so rightly, way, way more than just about money.
And you even gave one of your precious jackets away, didn't you? You've been actually, physically
giving things away in church to kind of help drive the point of generosity. Yeah,

Speaker 2 13:34

God's been speaking to me about my stuff. You see behind me, it's blurred out, but if you're watching
on a video anyway, I've got books, and | love books, but I realize my books kind of play into my identity,
as well as a teacher, as a pastor, and so | have said to my wife recently, I'm publicly and I've started to
give away books, especially Bibles. I've got a row of Bibles, and I've started to give them away, and I'm
starting to give my books away, and it hurts. Yes,

Speaker 1 14:08

I know you're giving with heart, but it's lovely to see actually. | remember when you gave away one of
your precious Bibles, and you'd obviously been prompted by the Spirit to give to a particular person,
and it was a precious moment, because there was joy in the giving. But yeah, you could see like this
wasn't just an easy thing to give away for. You know, it was. It was something that was very precious to
you. And then going back, I've literally got an image in my mind from that story, from when you're very
young, of that kitchen table. For some reason I've got a wooden table.

Speaker 2 14:41
It wasn't. It was poor Micah, but it was, it was, | remember, you know, very modern in those days,

Speaker 1 14:47

and you know the little piles of money on the table for the different things your parents were giving to
and that is just so powerful. That was such a powerful visual example. And that reminds me as well of
how. Our we do things at ¢3 don't we, when we have our vision offerings that you encourage us to
come to the front, and I've often admitted someone quite new at c3 the first time, | was a bit
uncomfortable. | was like, Oh, why are we having to do this? It feels very public. And anyway, we're
giving online. And then you explained that there's something very powerful about that physical act of
actually walking up to the front and just taking a moment to put your little envelope in the bucket, and
also for the children that are in church, for them to see. | mean, obviously, if you're attending, let's say a
more traditional church where there's still the offering collected every week, you have that visual cue.
But in a lot of churches now, it's all done online, it's invisible. Totally.

15:42
Powerful about physical visual gestures,

Speaker 2 15:45

absolutely and | think Jesus demonstrated that many times. And even communion for us is very
physical. It's touchable. It's tangible. And | think the act of actually, | think standing orders, | encourage
people all the time to give on standing order, especially when you're local church, because cash flows,
imports, no and having it. But the disadvantage of that is you can forget the act of the faith of giving. It's

-5- https://otter.ai


https://otter.ai/

just you give and forget, whereas coming out physically, putting it in a pot and doing it together, that
was another reason we did this. We wanted people to see it is private you're giving, but it's connected
to everybody else, where community were in this you know, you again, you see communities being
commended. In the New Testament, the Macedonian church were commended for their giving, and
there's no individual mentioned it is that they gave out of their poverty. So I think knowing we're giving
together and doing that physical act of coming forward helps as well.

Speaker 1 16:48

So clearly, generosity and faith have been very closely interwoven for you right from the get go, and
you know you've been leading this church for, let's just say, a number of years we weren't emphasizing
so you've described very clearly the start and taken us up to kind of early ministry days. How would you
say that kind of journey of faith and generosity has developed over the years? Would you say it's been
led by your faith, or would you say it's been more an engaging generosity that has then fed into your
faith? Or is that not really how it works for you? Well,

Speaker 2 17:30

for me, it's definitely led by my faith and led by my study of the Scriptures. | remember distinctly. This is
probably about 12 years ago when we went to one of these learning communities. When the guy talked
about Matthew six, where Jesus says, Where your treasure is there, your heart is also, | remembered
thinking, I've got that the wrong way around forever. | mean, I'd read that verse forever, but I'd always
thought it the other way around. And I'd said, you know, to people, if your heart's in it give. And |
stopped saying that, and twisted the other way around, because | realized, no, no, my heart
automatically follows where my treasure goes. And that was a revelation to me. That was a haha
moment. | remember a lady coming up to me when we were on our building program, and she said, Oh,
my, heart's not in this so I'm not going to give. And | remember saying to her, no, no, your heart will
never be in it unless you give. And it's true in life. | mean, | use the picture often of when we first all
bought our first house. | was never interested until | bought a house in the property market that was my
mum and dad's domain. | always used to think, why are they talking about house prices and values. But
as soon as I'd invested some of my treasure, my heart went with it. | used to look in the estate agents
as we walked past, oh, look, our roads gone up Kilburn Avenue, there's houses down the sale that are
going for 2000 pound more. | had an interest suddenly, because I'd realized my heart was following
exactly where my treasure had gone. So it's definitely been led by my faith and study the Scriptures, |
think as well. | was reading just this week, again, the story of Zacchaeus, and again, | was just struck of
how there it is. He was a rich man. You know, we don't like to talk about those things, but it's it states
he was a rich man, and that he gave back to those that he'd taken from four times as much half of his
money he gave to the poor. And | was just struck by, wow, how specific this is. It was kind of when we
were talking as well to the guys in Scotland was saying, stories are the way we tend to think, and yet, in
the UK perspective, we're often a little nervous to tell the stories because we don't want to blow our
own trumpet. You know, use that scripture. Don't let the left hand know what the right hand do, which is
true, but that's really to do with giving of arms and to addressing hypocrites. And I've known all. Lot of
people that give who are not hypocrites, and I'd like to tell their story, and I'd like to tell my story, not to
draw attention to me, but to get us thinking about these things, which I think is a kingdom issue. It's a
kingdom matter. So definitely led by my faith, definitely led by my my looking in scriptures. And | think
as well, you know, Jesus said, didn't they? Those who build a house on the rock are those who obey
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my words, who do put My words into action. So | think there has to be action, not just simply the theory
of this. What does it look like in practice?

Speaker 1 20:34

And that's where the stories, as long as they're told in the right way, with the right heart behind them, so
important, so encouraging. Because really what it speaks to, | think, is, if | dare use the word, | think it
speaks to some of the discipline that's required in faith, in that, you know, this is what | took from that
teaching that we had about the heart, following where the money is, and like you were sharing, the way
that was presented was a fresh revelation to me as well. It sounds like a subtle point of difference, but |
was like, Wait, yeah, that's right, you need to see where the money is, and that that kind of explains
where your heart's going, but you you kind of need to lead by faith. Like, maybe you don't always feel
like giving, maybe you don't always completely understand what your church is doing, or whatever the
thing might be, but there's something about committing by faith with what you have, and it might not be
money, it might be your time, might in it, or your talent, or your resources, as we've already said. But
then my my experience is that when you do that, God does see, and he does honor and and you're sort
of blessed in return, not in the sense of necessarily in a material way. And obviously that's not why you
give, but if only at the sense of just the joy that it can give you because you've given and you've made
that step of faith, if you like. And |

Speaker 2 21:55

remember just, let me just go back to stories when you think of how many of Jesus's parables were
actually about money and giving. He's telling stories. Can't remember the exact figures. It's something
like 11 out of 39 parables are are about money. So he uses the story to illustrate it. You know, the
parable of the talents, however we spiritualize it. It's about money and what was entrusted to the
servants when the master went away. So | think we have to find the stories and tell the stories. And you
just said, it's not just about money. | remember driving into one of our conferences and seeing he's a
good friend of ours now a member of the church, standing outside in the pouring rain with his hooder
Absolutely drenched, but he was, he's a local GP, he given taken a day's holiday in order to be there.
So time was very precious to him. Busy Man, lots of demands on his time. And | remember driving in
and he smiled at me, and he said, Oh, the car parks reserved for the elderly and the infirm, sir. Then he
looked at me, said, | think you count. And it was, it was a joke. | just said he was doing it with such joy,
yeah, the joy of giving his time. And same with giving finance, it's the joy of giving

Speaker 1 23:17

Absolutely. Now, inevitably, I'd be disappointed if it was otherwise, you've already referenced some of
the key verses in the Bible on money and generosity and some of the stories, and | expect you know
them all off by heart. Steve, so | don't know about that. Well, if not, then pretty close. So when it comes
to teaching someone about biblical generosity. Which verses do you turn to first?

Speaker 2 23:46

Yeah. | think I've already done yeah. | think I've already mentioned that the one that | always go to first
nowadays is the Matthew 621, the where your treasure is there, your heart will be also. | think that
whole section of that passage there which it talks about treasure in heaven. Think that has been very
real to me. | know we don't do it for the reward, and yet Jesus told us to do it for the reward, but not
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necessarily the reward that we think we're going to get here in that it's trying to keep that eternal
perspective. That's the phrase when he uses treasures in heaven. And | think we get very attached to
this life, as though we think this is all there is. It isn't eternity in relation to this. You know, our life is a
blip when in relation to eternity. So | think trying to help people and myself think from eternal
perspective that Matthew six passage is really important, so it helps us keep thinking beyond ourselves
and also keep thinking eternity. And the other passage that we always go to, and | think we should,
because it's a great example, is the two Corinthians, eight and. Nine. And | love that. | love the passage
in chapter eight, because it's the Macedonian church who are in poverty, who gave extremely
generously. And | like that because people, this is the excuse | often hear from people, oh, generosity is
great for the for the rich. No. Generosity is something we can all engage in. | think it should be a
spiritual discipline that in some way, whether you're rich or poor. | remember going to India, and literally
someone had a chicken running around, and they killed it, which was their last chicken, in order to feed
the man of God, which was me and another guy, the men of God who were there? And | thought that
might just be the most generous act anyone's ever done for me. And they were they were poor. So, so |
like the two Corinthians eight passage, because it shows us generosity isn't the domain simply of the
rich. I think, as well in the UK, many of us don't realize we're rich when, in global terms, we clearly are.
So there's always something you can find to be generous with. Whether that's time treasure or talent,
there's always something and | think then the next chapter, chapter nine, | always go to because Paul's
very clear about the need for generosity in order to meet the needs of those that are fulfilling the Great
Commission of helping others and what it means to get to the poor. So two Corinthians, two
Corinthians, nine is a beautiful passage, and | think you can see in there that God is no man's debtor,
that we do. God sees what we do. If we give to the poor, we're lending to the Lord. It says in Proverbs,
The world of the generous does get larger. So they're the kind of two, Matthew, Matthew six, | think as
well, the loop has so many coming to my mind. Now, you know again, this, this is not about money.
When Jesus teaches about it Give and it shall be given to you, pressed down, shaken together. Men
shall pour it in your lap. He's actually talking about forgiveness. But | think you can take the it and make
it anything. It's a principle. Whatever we give, if we give friendship, we receive friendship. If we give
finance, there is a law that somehow it comes back to us. Now it doesn't come back to us in order for
us to live on it and spend it on ourselves. It's actually back give back to us, I believe, says we can give
more. It's never about us hoarding or living having a higher standard of living. I think it's Randy Alcorn
that talks about receiving more, not to get a higher standard of living, but a higher standard of giving. |
think it might mean we live more simply, and we actually live on less, and God will entrust back to us so
as we can give more away, because it's keeping it in that circulation, giving, it shall be given.

27:57
So they're the kind of main scriptures. Gosh,

Speaker 1 28:00

we could spend all day, couldn't we sharing? And yeah, going back to the Macedonians, if | remember
rightly, you, you talked about how they gave generously out their poverty. And | think it's actually
extreme poverty, isn't it, out of their extreme poverty, so absolutely emphasized, isn't it? And then
thinking about the story of the chicken, and that being someone's like, last, yeah, really giving from their
last. That, that recourse, for me, the story of the widow's might as well, you know, she literally just gave
her last, | think, was two coins, wasn't it?
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Speaker 2 28:39

Yeah, last two kinds. | think the story the widows might always strikes me discuss this. Anyone that
wants to about how Jesus noticed exactly what she was giving. You know he he knew what was there
and didn't mind lording that in order to demonstrate her, if | come back to the story of the chicken as
well, you know, given it shall be given. | will. This isn't to drink my own praises. But there was no way |
was going to leave there without making sure what was only a very small amount for me, was given
back to them in order for them to renew their chicken stock, you know. So the leaders we were with, |
remember saying, how much would it cost? And it was pounds, you know, it was nothing. What | had, |
said, Can | make sure that they get this then and I'll give it? So | think once you've received, you don't
want to receive in order to just consume on yourself. You want to give back to others.

Speaker 1 29:39

It's about giving in the round, in the end, isn't it? And it includes, actually, the way we show up, the way
we are with each other. It's Grace for each other. You've talked about forgiveness, yeah. So it's actually
a much bigger concept than just what you may be physically giving in terms of money at. That that
cannot be the starting point. Can't it when people talk about generosity, but it's, it's much bigger than
that. And you very helpfully talked about the teaching on eternity and that we, we really have this
wonderful opportunity here on earth to to build our treasures in heaven, rather rather than on Earth. So
that, for me, segues quite nicely into this wider concept of biblical stewardship, and you've already
alluded to actually, | think going back to the beginning of the conversation, when you were talking about
how it really starts with the fact that everything we have comes from God, there's a very close
relationship between biblical stewardship and and generosity. Can you describe that concept of biblical
stewardship for us in simple terms and and why it is so important to really get handled on that if we
want to grow our hearts for generosity? Yeah?

Speaker 2 30:58

Yeah. Great question. | think the essence of stewardship is taking care of that which belongs to
someone else. So we have to remember everything we have is from God. And | think stewardship is
introduced right back in Genesis. You know, when God was super generous to humanity, you can eat
of any of these fruits of the of the trees or the land, except one. | mean, the only limitation was one.
There was so much lavish fruit that was available, and they had to steward that on God's behalf. They
were, | use the term. They were God vice regents. They were alongside God as rulers, and that's the
reality for what we have now. Deuteronomy, isn't it? That says we've God's given us the ability to
produce wealth. So any gift | have, you have, anyone has, intellectually, skills wise, it's a gift from God,
and it's just produced wealth, but it's the wealth that He's given us. So | think I'm always trying to have
that mindset. This belongs to the Lord. None of it is mine. It's very interesting, isn't it? One of the very
first words children seem to use to learn is mine. I'm just about to have my third grandchild, and I'm
reminded when | see little ones, how quickly they grab their toys and want to keep it to themselves. So |
think that is a consequence. If I'm honest, of the four we think we own it, I'm very sobered by Jesus's
words when he says, You can't serve God. I'm Mammon. And the word for mammon, we often translate
money, but | think it's wider than that. Historically, it seems like it was a Syriac God. It had its roots in
some kind of demonic power, therefore. And | think we're having to be aware we, we can't serve. It's
not it's not possible to serve two masters. And he was very specific. He could have chosen anything to
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use as an example, but | think the god of this age, in so many ways, is money. So we have to realize
it's not ours. We are stewarding. The Parable of the talent says there is reward in the future, but in the
present. We've got to remember whose it is, it's hot mine. It's God's this house I'm sitting in right now. A
little bit of it is still owned by the HSBC. I've got very small mortgage left. But it's not my house. It's not
mine and my wife's house. It belongs to the Lord, and therefore it helps how you use it as well and think
about it. This is a good time to say this tomorrow. In our house, we've got a job going on a journey of
generosity, and we thought, well, how can we use our house to be generous? And that's one thing we
want to do. So that includes hospitality. It's not our house, it's the Lord's so | think a first question to ask
when we receive our pay packets when we're living in our house is, how do you want me to use your
house? It was John Wesley. Wasn't | told this story, whose house burned down, apparently. And
someone came to him said, John, John, your house has burned down. And he paused and said, Well,
that's one less responsibility for me to think about of stewardship, stewarding, what was the Lord's you
know, so I think trying to keep that mindset is important.

Speaker 1 34:32

Wow, there's a lot of boldness in the way that you talk about generosity. Steve, and that is something
that I really love. It is a challenging topic, isn't it? I think we've covered that because it literally goes right
to the heart of our attitudes towards money. So | love the way that you tackle that head on, no excuses.
But you know, you've shared that it wasn't always easy. You know you it is uncomfortable. Now you've
also already alluded to this. Yeah, I'd love to know what are the most common barriers to generosity
that you encounter in your ministry, and then how you help people overcome them. We've we've
covered this as we've gone along, but yeah, just to hone in for a moment on on those very specific sort
of reasons people will give for why they think they can't be generous?

Speaker 2 35:22

Yeah, | think the one | hear the most often is, well, | can't afford to be generous, and the challenge to
that comes back to stewardship. Therefore, if you can't afford to be generous, maybe something needs
to be adjusted in order to enable you to be generous. And that might be it might be buying an older car,
it might be downsizing your house. It might be stopping some of the gyms memberships you've got it. It
might be that radical that we have to let some things go in order to pursue that which is more important,
which is the kingdom of God, which means we should live for a bigger purpose, which includes
generosity. So | think the biggest excuse is always | can't afford to be which is why | love to go to those
stories of overseas and of the Macedonian church. I'd rather say we can't afford not to be generous
because we live for a bigger purpose. That's the biggest one, | think, as well. What | said right at the
start of this podcast, if you hear teaching from somewhere that has a different accent, we can often say,
oh, it's been this can be this can be in the this has been said to me when I've taught on this somewhere
else. So I'm originally from Liverpool, the Wirral. | remember going back teaching on generosity there,
and they said to me, oh, it's all right for you to see to that from middle class Cambridge, you know. So it
was used as an excuse, even in our own country of the region that we're from now, very true middle
class is predominantly the description you would say of Cambridge. But that's not everybody. And it
doesn't mean just because people are middle class that they haven't got all bank statements. There are
lots of things that are going out that enable them not to have much disposable income. It's how we
adjust what we do in order to be generous. So they're the main excuses that I've had. And
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Speaker 1 37:30

underpinning all of that is, it's a heart for Christ, isn't it? So, you know, it comes back to the whole
discipleship thing. It's not something it's not something that can be forced, is it? It has to be taught,
encouraged, nurtured. But there's also that kind of bold invitation to take steps forwards in faith. Isn't
that, like we said before, and then

37:53
sort of see what God

Speaker 2 37:54

does? Absolutely spot on. God doesn't need our money. Yeah, it's not like God's got a cash flow
problem and he's never wanted our money, but he's always wanted our heart, you know? So | think
that's because money is related to the heart. That's what happens if we give of that. He gets our heart.
It's that treasure heart principle again, yeah,

38:15
we can't out give God, right? Absolutely.

Speaker 1 38:18

Wow. So we need to bring this conversation to close. But before we part our ways, I'd love to ask you
about our new generosity report, which looks at Christian giving in the UK. You've been a brilliant
advocate for this. I've been very pleased to see you waving around in church on the odd occasion. Now
there were eight key findings in there. I'm curious to know which one of the eight surprised you the
most, and why?

Speaker 2 38:43

I'm guessing this is one of the key findings. Correct me, if it wasn't, but | was shocked, but then slightly
emboldened and encouraged by the low level of giving from Christians. Was it 3.2% | thought it would
be higher than that. | knew. Again, | knew | was talking to someone this week in America, it's even
lower 2.6% | think they said from Christians, but | thought it'll be different in the UK, because as me
playing the other way around now, because we're diligent, we're consistent, you know. So to hear it
was as low as 3.2% was a shock to me, however, and this is the way you beautifully worded it, | think,
and presented the in the generosity report, the faith level for me, Rose, okay, well, the potential, then,
of the giving potential beyond that is huge. So if we can help to disciple people, encourage people in
generosity and giving, then our capacity can grow. So | think that was the most shocking. But as | say,
I've turned it around for the positive. We can do better. | think the was, the other one that you
mentioned, which | was pleased about was those that go to church. Regularly are more likely to give
consistently. So | thought that's good because I'm a church leader, and that's good to hear that people
obviously are catching something of giving generously by being involved in local communities of
Christians. So | think they're probably the two that hit me lot, lot of lot of room for us to improve. Yeah,
no, you're

Speaker 1 40:28
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quite right about that second one. And | guess that's an encouragement as well to church leaders to
find the courage to talk more about it, because if people don't hear about it in their churches, how
they're going to know, yeah. Or, as you said before, you know that vacuum will be filled by something
else that might not be, you know, as faith based as would be ideal. So, yeah, is

Speaker 2 40:51
it in the report where it talks about people need a prompt to give? | think that | read that somewhere,
yes.

Speaker 1 40:56
Well, it one of the things is that people that talk about their giving, tend to give more so, and people do
need to hear about it from their teachers, from their pastors. Yeah, | remember in

Speaker 2 41:10

the report, this was another thing. | don't know whether it was one of your eight findings, but how
important trust was that people don't want to give if they can't trust where it's going, and | am
persuaded of this when it comes to leadership, this is kind of my GIn has as well. Trust is the only
currency we have to trade on with leadership if we haven't got trust. And trust takes I've got an
advantage of 30 years of leadership in one church, trust builds, but I'm also aware trust can be lost in a
moment. So one of the things | would encourage people to be leaders to be is be as vulnerable and
open about finances as you feel able, because it actually builds trust. If you hide it and don't talk about
it and keep it under, then people aren't as trusting. There's a great talk by Craig Richelle a few years
ago, | think his three points were to build trust. You need vulnerability, consistency and transparency.
Think it was those three, and I've tried to take that on board, because people appreciate the honesty. |
feel like we could

Speaker 1 42:14

absolutely go on all days divas. So much to talk about, and it's been a joy. And thank you, because
you've you've shared so generously before we heart company. I'd love to hear from you how we can be
praying for you. Yeah,

Speaker 2 42:26

thank you. | think two things you could pray for me, and I'm keeping it to this context of generosity. We
have always felt that to build a generous church, we have to preach it, about it, teach it, but the hard
thing, the third one is model it. So pray that we'll still be able to keep what we want. To keep modeling.
It's always a challenge. You never, never, never done it. You know, that's it. Now I've, I've cracked this.
So pray for me that will keep modeling it. And | think the second prayer would be for whatever reason, |
feel God's given us a mandate to teach this. And | said, when we're doing the teaching recently on
money, and we do series all year on different subjects, | find it the most spiritually exhausting. | think it's
a battle Jesus and Mama, like Jesus took about man, and it's a spiritual fight, but | feel that God's
asked us to speak on it. I'd rather not in them naturally. I'd rather say someone else. Lord, you know,
pray for us that to be strong and courageous and keep going speaking about it, because we do get
kicked. We do get kickbacks from it. So pray that we'll keep modeling it and keep being bold in our
conversation on it. We
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Speaker 1 43:43

certainly will, and we'll include those prayer points in our show notes as well. Thank you, Steve, thank
you for your generosity today, actually in the way you've shared. Thank you for your encouragement
and leadership on this really, really important area for the church. So we're out of time. Many thanks
again for coming onto the show, and thank you all of you for listening for further information about some
things we've discussed, and sign up to our podcast emails. Please check out the links in our show
notes, and | look forward to joining us next month. Goodbye for now, you've been listening to active
generosity, a podcast with stewardship. If you enjoyed this month's episode, you can subscribe via the
show notes, where you'll also find information on how we support our donors and the many charities,
churches and Christian workers who are our partners. Positive reviews and shares to your network are
all very welcome. See you next month. You.
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